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House harassment plan proposed 


Bipartisan effort would broaden state Capitol complaint process 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


Two Minnesota lawmakers — a 
Republican woman and a Demo- 
cratic man — have a plan to 
revamp the way the state House 
deals with sexual harassment alle- 
gations. 

The plan, announced Monday, 
would speed up the process for 


allegations to be addressed and 
allow anyone — not just fellow law- 
makers — to make a complaint. 

Rep. John Lesch, a St. Paul Dem- 
ocrat and lawyer by profession, 
and Rep. Marion O’Neill, a Repub- 
lican and former small-business 
owner from Maple Lake, said their 
plan fills in needed holes in the 
House policy, which was last 
updated in 2004. 


The state Senate policy hasn’t 
been updated since 1990 and is so 
obviously outdated it contains ref- 
erences to human resources-type 
positions that no longer exist. A 
spokesman for Senate Majority 
Leader Paul Gazelka, a Republican 
from Baxter, said similar propos- 
als are being considered in that 
chamber. 

Sexual harassment at the Minne- 


sota Capitol is a big deal right now. 

In the past month, two lawmak- 
ers — Republican Rep. Tony Cor- 
nish of Vernon Center and Demo- 
cratic Sen. Dan Schoen of St. Paul 
Park — announced their resigna- 
tions following allegations from 
multiple women of sexual harass- 
ment and lewd behavior. 

In both cases, the women who 
alleged the most serious offenses 
were not lawmakers, and their 
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‘One of my nightmares’ 


ANDRES KUDACKI / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Police stand guard inside the Port Authority Bus Terminal following an underground explosion near the Times Square subway station on Monday, in 
New York. Police said a man set off a “low-tech” pipe bomb device in a passageway under 42nd Street between Seventh and Eighth avenues. 


Bomber hits NYC 


subway; no fatalities 
or major damage; 
suspect arrested 


By Colleen Long 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — A would-be sui- 
cide bomber inspired by Islamic 
State extremists strapped on a 
crude pipe bomb, slipped unno- 


ticed into the nation’s busiest sub- 
way system and set the device off 
at rush hour Monday in a scenario 
that New York has dreaded for 
years, authorities said. 

In the end, the only serious 
wounds were to the suspect identi- 
fied as Akayed Ullah, a 27-year-old 
Bangladeshi immigrant and for- 
mer cab driver. But the attack sent 
terrified commuters fleeing 
through a smoky passageway, and 
three people suffered headaches 
and ringing ears from the first 
bomb blast in the subway in more 
than two decades. 


Akayed Ullah is 
suspected of 
strapping a pipe 
bomb to his 
body and 
setting off the 
device. 


“This was an attempted terrorist 
attack,” Democratic Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said. “Thank God the perpe- 
trator did not achieve his ultimate 
goals.” 

The suspect had looked at Islam- 
ic State propaganda online and 
told investigators he acted alone in 


retaliation for U.S. military aggres- 
sion, law enforcement officials 
said. 

In Washington, President Donald 
Trump said the explosion high- 
lighted the need to change immi- 
gration policies, including the type 
of family-based visa Ullah 
obtained to come to the U.S. in 
2011. Such visas are “incompatible 
with national security,” the Repub- 
lican president said in a statement. 

“America must fix its lax immi- 
gration system, which allows far 
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IT’S ALL GOOD 


New Hall of Fame pitcher, 

St. Paul-native Jack Morris, says 
he understands why some voting 
baseball writers felt he lacked the 
statistics for induction into 
Cooperstown. The former Twin 
was named to the hall Sunday by 
a special baseball committee. 
Story, Page 1B. 


Trump 
accusers 


back in 
spotlight 


White House again 
denies misconduct 
allegations 


By Jonathan Lemire 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Donald Trump 
sailed past a raft of allegations of 
sexual misconduct in last year’s 
presidential election. 

Now the national #MeToo spot- 
light is turning back to Trump and 
his past conduct. Several of his 
accusers are urging Congress to 
investigate his behavior, and a 
number of Democratic lawmakers 
are demanding his resignation. 

With each day seeming to bring 
new headlines that force men 
from positions of power, the move- 
ment to expose sexual harassment 
has forced a conversation on the 
White House. In an exchange with 
reporters in the White House 
briefing room on Monday, press 
secretary Sarah Huckabee Sand- 
ers steadfastly dismissed accusa- 
tions against the Republican pres- 
ident and suggested the issue had 
already been litigated in Trump’s 
favor on Election Day. 

But to Trump’s accusers, the ris- 
ing #MeToo movement is an occa- 
sion to ensure that he is held 
accountable. 
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Competing GOP tax bills: Reconciliation process becoming deliberate 


Congress still has Christmas deadline in sight 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Tribune Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The rush to fin- 
ish the GOP tax overhaul has hit a 
snag as Republicans grapple with 
substantial differences between the 
House and Senate bills, and pause 
to consider unintended consequenc- 
es of the most massive rewrite of 
the tax code in a generation. 
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Lawmakers are eager to pass the 
bill, President Donald Trump’s top 
domestic priority, by Christmas. But 
they are also increasingly wary of 


the final stretch of the GOP tax plan 
is being complicated by an acceler- 
ated process like none other in 


recent history. 


“Republicans have made a deci- 
sion, which I can’t fault them for, 
that the longer this bill hangs out 


start to attract vultures,” 


advantage of the enthusiasm.” 


big issues left out in the sun too long 
he said. 
“They need to move quickly to take 


Lawmakers are set to convene 
Wednesday for the first — and per- 
haps only — open meeting of a con- 


Find out what our photographers 
have their eye on today. 


political fallout from the hurried 
process and want to prevent embar- 
rassing moments, such as the scrib- 
bled text hastily added to the mar- 
gin of the final Senate bill. 

The end of any major legislative 
undertaking is often a sprint. But 
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there, the more barnacles attach,” 
said Jonathan Traub, the former 
Republican staff director at the 
House Ways and Means Committee 
and now managing principal at Del- 
oitte’s tax policy group. 

“Weve seen time and time again, 
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ference committee tasked with rec- 
onciling the House and Senate 
versions of the tax bills. 

The Republican staffs met private- 
ly over the weekend, and leaders 
fielded calls with Trump and Trea- 
sury Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin, 
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as they cobble together a final ver- 
sion without Democratic input. As 
the majority in Congress, Republi- 
cans are relying on special budget 
rules to pass the bill on their own to 
bypass the threat of a Democratic 
filibuster. 


CHANGES UNDER 
CONSIDERATION 


Yet even with control of the House, 
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